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The farm of Mr Patryk Kokociński covers the area of 88.5 ha (43.5 ha own land, 45 ha leased land) and it is 

run in a conventional way combining agriculture and animal husbandry. 

First and foremost, the jury took into consideration Mr Kokociński’s pro-environmental approach when running 

his farm, which contributes to water protection against the contamination by biogenic substances (nitrogen & 

phosphorus compounds). Mr Kokociński with his family implement a range of marine-environment-friendly 

practices including the maintenance of all-year plant cover, crop rotation, catch crop with leguminous plants, 

the use of manure in the plant production, the proper storage of natural fertilizers, the use of fertilizers in good 

time and under the appropriate conditions, fertilisation based on soil analysis, liquid manure alkalization and 

the creation of buffer zones. Mr Kokociński applies the subsurface injection of liquid manure using a septic 

tanker truck with a drag hose system, which allows to limit the release of nitrogen compounds to the 

atmosphere (additionally, the truck is also hired to other farmers according to their needs). The liquid manure 

is previously alkalized to make its pH value as close to neutral as possible. In this way, the plants receive the 

best environment to absorb nitrogen and phosphorus compounds. This effect is reached by the farmer 

through the application of an innovative bedding method in the barn - straw & limestone mattress. Instead of 

straw only, its highly ground mix with lime is used, which guarantees the healthiest resting conditions for the 

cattle (it directly translates into the health status of the cows and the reduction of the use of antibiotics) and 

an excellent pH buffer of the liquid manure.  

The farm uses state-of-the-art automatic robot Lely Discovery Collector 120 to remove the manure from the 

barn on a current basis and to deposit it every half an hour in a closed liquid manure tank. It allows to limit 

ammonia emissions from persisting manure, to reduce odour and to improve livestock sanitary conditions. It 

directly translates into the health status of the cows and the reduction of the use of antibiotics. 

The innovative cultivation methods also include beet and maize sowing (50% of the farm area) in strip till 

technology (minimum tillage cultivation), which allows to limit the number of operations, thus reducing the 

environmental footprint of the operations being performed and limiting the wind erosion of soil and the use of 

non-natural fertilizers. Furthermore, the farmer’s dosage of crop protection products is very economical and 

the dosages used are not exceeded in comparison to Poland’s national average. 

The jury has also acknowledged the efforts of Mr Kokociński in the area of sustainable water management. 

The farmer, aware of the problem of drought as a consequence of the climate change, on his own initiative, 

has introduced a system of gates to dam up water in drainage ditches, which allows for water retention and 

for reducing the consequences of longer rainless periods. The ditches, previously dry since mid-April, now 

are filled with water for most of the year to guarantee a safe place for reproduction to many amphibia species 

and birds (the first breeding of the moorhen and the green sandpiper within the area of the town after the 

construction of the gates). In addition, Mr Kokociński with his family create buffer zones along watercourses 

by leaving strips of wild vegetation with the width of 2-3 metres along ditches and ponds. These zones serve 

as a place of new plantings, which in the future should fulfil their function in the crop protection i.e. rainwater 

retention, wind protection for the crops and a shelter for cultivation-supporting species (predators, etc.). 
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Furthermore, the Kokociński family is involved in the field planting restoration. From 2018, more than 600 

trees and bushes have been planted - willow avenues, hawthorn, blackthorn and elderberry shrubs, traditional 

post-German cherry tree avenues and the plantings of nectar sources have been restored so far within the 

sections with the total length of about 4 kilometres. Apart from planting, the farmer also deals with the 

treatment of new plantings and the water used for irrigating is fully obtained by the rainwater capturing system 

from the roof area in the farm. The planting carried out mainly along roads, watercourses and balks is mainly 

aimed at restoring the former functions of these structures, i.e. to limit the effects of drought, to inhibit wind 

erosion, limit the biogenic substances runoff and increase the biodiversity of the agricultural landscape that 

is becoming impoverished. The farm has stopped balk and wayside mowing. Moreover, the farmer, 

passionate ornithologist, stands out thanks to his actions to restore microhabitats that are relevant to the 

fauna of the agricultural landscape (including the installation of breeding shelters for birds). 

The farmer is eager to share his experience with others and to educate on environment-friendly practices 

e.g. through an information campaign in the local and national media. The Jury was impressed by Mr 

Kokociński’s attitude to promote plantings in other farms. So far, the farmer has carried out plantings not only 

within his own farm, but also on parcels that belong to 14 individual farmers – the plantings are carried out 

subject to obtaining a written consent and a guarantee that they will not be removed. 

Jury members: 

• Marek Krysztoforski - Chief Specialist in the Department of Organic Agriculture and Agri-

environmental Programs, Agricultural Advisory Center in Brwinów; 

• Monika Zabrzeńska-Chaterera - Head of the Fertilization and Soil Protection Department, Ministry 

of Agriculture and Rural Development; 

• Monika Lesz – Counsellor to the Minister in the Nature Protection Department, Ministry of Climate 

and Environment; 

• Magdalena Dawidowicz – Head of the Water Protection Department, Ministry of Infrastructure; 

• Maria Staniszewska – Chairwoman of the mainboard in the Polish Ecological Club / Member of the 

Living Earth Coalition;  

• Olga Poleszczuk-Tusińska - Nature of Agriculture Conservation Specialist, WWF Poland; 

• Weronika Kosiń – Marine Conservation Specialist, WWF Poland 

 

 


