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This year’s national winner of the Baltic Sea Farmer of the Year Award, Aldis Ločmelis, who runs the ‘Kotiņi’ 
farm, is one of the most positive, smart, and forward thinking farmers we have come across. The Kotiņi 
farm has been on the Latvian Rural Advisory and Training center’s radar for a while now. This farm has 
started using innovative technology since the early 2000s, and has never shied away from experimentation 
and challenges. Aldis has spent his whole life learning about agriculture, and has had to change the way he 
does things a couple of times through his life. This is one of the things we admired the most about him, 
because it is a trait which many do not possess. He is ready to accept that the way he has done things up to 
a certain point may not have been the right way to do them, and is willing to change that to follow the 
latest research and technologies. This has helped him become one of the most successful farmers in his 
field.  

Having 3000 hectares under his care, Aldis has to work smart. Many of his decisions, which have helped 
him reduce his nutrient losses, and impact on the environment as a whole, have been based on economic 
reasons. Because of this, Aldis has grown to be the largest certified seed producer in Latvia, producing 
around 20% of the total amount of certified seeds in Latvia. He has earned the respect of his peers, and 
serves as a great ambassador for showing that large scale farming can also be sustainable and still be 
economically viable.  

The methods Aldis has implemented are many. He practices precision farming and balanced fertilization, 
crop rotation, uses intercrops, no-till systems, partly organic farming, maintains year-round plant cover, he 
protects soil structure by using machinery which does not compress the soil and increases the organic 
material in the soil, he has buffer zones, he has left ponds on lands which were there historically, he takes 
care of when fertilizers are applied. Additionally, he has also opted out of throwing fertilizers all over the 
fields, but instead it gets placed directly on the seed to reduce run off. Aldis also has measures in place to 
reduce his impact on biodiversity loss and climate change. He uses newest technology to reduce emissions, 
and comes up with techniques how he could drive less (for example adding lime to the front of the tractor, 
and nitrogen to the back, so he would only drive across the field once instead of twice) to reduce the fuel 
used. He has left flowering strips and permanent grasslands for biodiversity. Kotiņi farm also tries to be as 
zero waste as possible, using any byproducts from the production for heating the plant, and reduce energy 
consumption. He even spent the 1000 euro prize money from the Baltic Sea Farmer of the Year Award to 
buy flowers to place around the main office to increase the amount of pollinators.  

While the before-mentioned measures may have been economically motivated, Aldis also invests his time, 
money, and energy in reviving the region where his farm is.  As it is located around 3.5 hour drive from 
Riga, on the border with Russia, there isn’t a lot of tourism. However, Aldis and his team decided to apply 
for funding to renew the local mill. Now this mill has a restaurant, where Aldis’ wife makes vegan food 
using their own ingredients, and other local farmers can bring their produce for processing there. The mill 
also has a gym, a spa, conference rooms, and a couple of rooms to spend the night. In the works is also a 
beer brewery. These efforts have significantly increased the amount of visitors to the region. 
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In this motivation letter we have mentioned several reasons for awarding Aldis as the Baltic Sea Farmer of 
the year in Latvia 2020/2021, but we are convinced that the next time we go visit him, he would give us a 
couple more to add. He is a person who is humble, and does not boast about the good that he does, but 
quietly goes on doing good for the Baltic Sea and the environment as a whole, while leaving behind a 
legacy. Through all the madness that the world has gone through over the last year and a half, we could 
not think of a better farmer to hold the Baltic Sea Farmer of the Year award for two years (2020/2021) than 
Aldis. 

Jury members: 

• Kaspars Žūriņš, Director at the Latvian Rural Advisory and Training Centre 

• Jānis Rozītis, Director at Pasaules Dabas Fonds 

• Magda Jentgena, Baltic Sea and Freshwater Programme Manager at Pasaules Dabas Fonds 
 

 


